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We cannot wait. The American work-

er is the most productive worker in the 
world, and so many people in my dis-
trict thirst for good-paying jobs that 
will come with projects like Keystone. 

Some of these regulatory agencies 
are simply out of control and seem 
bent on stifling job creation here in the 
United States. If the government would 
simply get out of the way, put politics 
aside, and dedicate to empowering the 
American worker, we can start digging 
ourselves out of this recession and get 
Americans back to work. 

f 

REMOVE KEYSTONE PIPELINE 
FROM THE BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. RANGEL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RANGEL. Well, it looks like this 
august body will continue to work 
until we find some solutions to the 
problems facing the millions of Ameri-
cans who have lost their jobs, their 
homes, their savings through no fault 
of their own and have limited income. 

It has taken some time for the Demo-
crats in the House to persuade the ma-
jority that this is a time when we just 
can’t lay off people and stop spending, 
even though that has to be a part of 
the ultimate solution to the problems 
that we face. But laying off people, es-
pecially at this time of the year, is not 
only an insensitive thing to do, but, in 
my opinion, the economics of it all is 
that if people don’t have the resources 
to purchase their needs, then, of 
course, our small businesses are the 
ones that suffer financially; and, as a 
result of that, they may have to lay off 
workers. It just doesn’t make economic 
sense, nor is it a very sensitive thing to 
do during this time of year. 

Now very soon, this body will be con-
sidering what is referred to as the Mid-
dle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation 
Act of 2011, which means that we will 
now have united—or apparently it ap-
pears to be united—this entire Con-
gress, saying that we must continue to 
have this low-income tax cut that 
working people enjoy to continue be-
yond its expiration of December 31, and 
that even though there are some people 
who claim that a lot of Americans 
don’t pay any taxes—well, you can’t 
explain that to a person who works 
hard each and every day and they find 
out what their pay was supposed to be, 
but, when they get home and look at 
their check, it’s less. But just because 
it’s not Federal income tax, that 
doesn’t mean that they’re not paying 
into their Social Security and they’re 
not paying for their health benefits. So 
the President, in his wisdom, and this 
Congress support that we extend relief 
of that payroll tax so that these people 
have this disposable income during this 
time of the year. 

And of course we have this con-
troversy where every year, for what-
ever reason, Republicans can’t grasp 
the understanding of what unemploy-
ment insurance is all about. And I 

shouldn’t say Republicans. I’m talking 
about those people that belong to the 
Republican Party that truly believe, if 
you give someone a hand up at a time 
when they’ve lost their job and the 
Federal Government said that you 
have paid into this safety fund and you 
try to help them for what they paid 
into, that you are convincing them 
that they should not look for work. 

Now, this great country exists be-
cause of our working middle class. It’s 
because people don’t enjoy work, but 
they have the dignity of working, the 
pride in letting their family know that 
they’re providing for food and clothing 
and investing for the future. So per-
haps I shouldn’t blame the entire Re-
publican Party. But they have man-
aged every year not to deal with this 
extended unemployment compensation 
so at least these people can plan not 
just for the holidays but plan for their 
basic needs. 

Somehow, with all of this feeling 
that it is about time that we came to-
gether and have done something, the 
Republicans have added to this the 
Keystone energy pipeline. Can you 
imagine how many people who are ex-
pecting relief from their government 
will be going to sleep tonight won-
dering whether they are going to con-
tinue to get a break on taxes next year, 
whether or not they are going to get a 
break on payroll taxes this year, and 
whether or not they are going to get 
extended unemployment compensation 
is all dependent on whether or not the 
Congress supports the Keystone energy 
pipeline? 

Let’s get rid of all the pipeline lan-
guage. Let’s do what the bill is sup-
posed to do, and let’s not put in some-
thing that could impede the passage. 

f 

RAISING TAXES ON JOB 
CREATORS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DOLD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, yesterday it 
was announced that a small business in 
my district will be closing two loca-
tions in Illinois and transferring those 
jobs out of State. I believe at this time, 
they are taking them to Texas. But we 
have seen this story over and over 
again, whether it be taking jobs to Wis-
consin, whether it’s taking jobs to In-
diana. I believe this speaks volumes 
about the economic situation not only 
in Illinois but in our Nation and the 
policies that I believe that this body 
must put in place in order to empower 
small business owners and job creators 
all across the land to be able to have 
confidence, invest in their business, 
and grow jobs. 

b 1030 

You see, the difference in the State 
of Illinois is that in Illinois we raised 
taxes on businesses over 45 percent this 
last year. It put enormous pressure on 
small businesses throughout the State, 
and I would argue all job creators 

throughout the State. What is even 
worse, Mr. Speaker, is that those com-
panies that have more employees and a 
little bit higher clout have been able to 
rattle the saber and call the Governor 
and say we’re going to pick up and 
leave the State of Illinois and take jobs 
elsewhere. While we want to make sure 
that we keep those jobs in Illinois, the 
unfortunate thing is we have got some 
crony capitalism going on, so the State 
is going to bend over backwards to 
make sure some of the larger employ-
ers stay in the State of Illinois. 

The problem is that small businesses, 
the ones that I talk to each and every 
day, when they call the Governor, they 
don’t get their phone calls returned. It, 
indeed, puts a greater burden on small 
businesses. And as you know, Mr. 
Speaker, two-thirds of all net new jobs 
are created by small businesses all 
across the land. This is the economic 
engine that we need to make sure that 
we are supporting, to make sure that 
we are putting more Americans back to 
work. 

There are 29 million small businesses 
in our Nation. If we can create an envi-
ronment right here in Washington, 
D.C., and you hear me say it’s creating 
an environment, it’s not creating jobs 
because the government doesn’t create 
jobs; it’s the private sector that does. 

But what the government can do is 
create an environment, whether it be 
through regulation, whether it be 
through comprehensive tax reform, 
whether it be through a variety of 
measures that enable those 29 million 
small businesses in our Nation to cre-
ate a single job. If half of those busi-
nesses created a job, Mr. Speaker, 
think about where we would be then. 

This is why the American people 
want Congress to act, and I think we’ve 
got a responsibility to reach across the 
aisle and find common ground. We need 
to get rid of the crony capitalism. We 
need to create a level playing field 
where businesses all across the land 
can compete and can win because this 
is an opportunity for Republicans and 
Democrats alike to put forward com-
prehensive tax reform, something that 
has been touted by the Simpson-Bowles 
Commission, touted by the President 
and touted by others. 

Well, it’s time for action. We want to 
make sure that we move forward with 
this. We want to make sure that busi-
nesses can open their doors and create 
a level playing field. At the end of the 
day, it’s about finding that common 
ground. It’s about having government 
get out of the way and enabling the 
private sector to move forward so that 
we can all see America get back to 
work. 

f 

’TWAS THE WEEK BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. TONKO) for 5 minutes. 
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